
which also is to study and report on sanitary conditions
in South American harbors, is supported financially
by the merchants of Hamburg. Whether vieAved from
the philanthropic or commercial point of view, the
study of tropical diseases and maritime sanitation is so

important that we can only rejoice because it is fast
becoming a matter of international competition. It
may not be out of order to ask what is being done in
this field in the great seaports of the United States, in
addition to guarding against the importation of infec¬
tious diseases. So far as we know there is now no

place in America where a physician may receive special
instruction of the proper kind in tropical diseases and
allied subjects. We look for the establishment of an
institution of this kind in Manila before long, but it is
quite evident that there is room and need for one or
more such institutes in the United States proper.

SANITARY IMPROVEMENT IN SLEEPING CARS.
It is announced in the lay papers that the Pullman

company has adopted a new design for sleeping cars,
which is intended to more nearly meet the sanitary re-

quirements. There will be no elaborate grill work, and
the surfaces will be curved as far as possible. Material
has been selected for the curtains and seat coverings
which can be easily cleaned and disinfected. It is also
stated that orders have been issued for more thorough
disinfection of cars in which sick persons have traveled.
Nothing more unsanitary in a case of infectious disease
can well be imagined than the present upholstering of
the Pullman railway cars, and the reform is one that
certainly will be indorsed by the medical profession.
The cars will gain the favor of the traveling public also,
although much plainer in appearance and less luxurious
than the older ones. It is hoped that the disinfecting
and cleaning methods which are claimed to be practiced
by the company will be thoroughly carried out.

REASONS FOR THE DECREASED BIRTH RATE.
A sociologic student, Mr. Robert Hunter, in a recent

issue of the Chicago Commons, adopts the view that the
decrease in the birth rate of the native American popu-
lation is only the result of a universal law which was

pointed out years ago by Farr, an English student of
vital statistics. That authority observed that while
emigration increases the birth rate of a country, immi-
gration to a country almost invariably decreases its
native birth rate, and at the same time increases the
birth rate of the newly arrived immigrants. According
to Gen. F. A. Walker, formerly superintendent of the
Federal Census, this has been notably demonstrated in
this country. In Mr. Hunter's opinion, immigration
has not increased the population any more than would
have been the natural increase had there been no immi-
gration whatever. But by reducing the native birth
rate it has prevented the propagation of a uniform and
valuable stock to an extent that we all at the present
time think to be undesirable. Of course, statements
like these are not based on actual figures, or if so, the
data are limited and have many lacuna?; still, such spec¬
ulations have a certain probability, and there are other

reasons why the truth of the theory should be accepted.
These we need not here discuss. We have simply stated
the explanation given of the reduced native birth rate,
as a suggestion for thought.

EPIDEMIOLOGY OF PARATYPHOID FEVER.
Fischer describes in a recent article1 an epidemic of

paratyphoid fever which occurred in Kiel, affecting
more than eighty persons, and which is especially inter-
esting because of its probable origin. Without going
into details, suffice it to say that on account of the dis-
tribution of the cases, it was relatively an easy matter
to exclude water supply, milk supply and the character
of the soil from having had any r\l=o^\lein the spread of this
epidemic. In one single house occurred nine cases (in
practically all cases the diagnosis was established on the
basis of the usual typhoidal symptoms of mild type\p=m-\
only one death\p=m-\andby carefully controlled agglutina-
tion tests). In this house lived a butcher who had his
shop in it, and these facts directed attention to the pos-
sibility that meat might have played some r\l=o^\lein the
spread of the disease. Inquiry brought the information
that with five exceptions the families in which para-
typhoid occurred were customers of this butcher. The
exceptional cases Fischer would explain as the result of
contact infection. He also points out that in an ordi¬
nary butcher shop conditions exist that in every way
favor the secondary contamination of healthy meat by
meat from an infected animal or infected in other ways.
In this way he believes that the Kiel epidemic receives
an explanation, which in every way harmonizes with all
the facts in the case. Paratyphoid bacilli are more than
usually resistant to heat. Thus heating for 30 m.

to 60 degrees C. did not destroy the bacilli isolated
from the cases in this epidemic. Even 5 m. to 75 de¬
grees 'C. did not destroy all the bacilli. This resistance
would serve to explain hoAV imperfectly cooked infected
meat, especially sausage, may spread this disease. While
the evidence in Fischer's paper is not conclusive as to
the nature of this epidemic, yet the facts brought for¬
ward are highly suggestive and instructive. It serves
to focus attention on the butcher shop as a possible start¬
ing point of epidemics of typhoid-like diseases.

THE BRAIN AND SPINAL CORD IN HEREDITARY
ATAXIA.

Some of the important clinical features of hereditary
ataxia are summarized as follows by Sanger Brown :

Hereditary ataxia is a disease which may be traced through
several\p=m-\atleast four\p=m-\generations,increasing in extent and
intensity as it descends, tending to occur earlier in life and
to advance more rapidly. It usually attacks several members
of the same family. It occurs most frequently between the
ages of sixteen and thirty-five, but it may begin as early as
eleven and as late as forty-two. It shows no marked preference
for sex, but it descends through females four times as fre-
quently as through males. . . . There is always consider-
able inco-ordination of all the voluntary muscles, and a slug-
gishness of the movements they produce, when the disease is
well advanced. This is usually noticed first in the muscles of
the legs, but in a few months or years it extends. . .

.

1. Festschrift zum sechsigsten Geburtstage von Robert Koch,
1903, p. 271.
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